IMPORTANT WEEKLY AFFAIRS
22nd September to 30th September 2025

NATIONAL

= Dhordo Becomes Gujarat’s Fourth Fully Solar-Powered Village
Dhordo village in Kutch has achieved 100% solarisation under the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli
Yojana, joining Modhera, Sukhi, and Masali. All 8] homes are powered by rooftop solar systems
generating 177 kW, producing 2.95 lakh units of electricity annually. The project, inaugurated by
PM Modi on 20 September 2025, brings
villagers annual savings and income of over X3 lakh, reinforcing Gujarat’s leadership in renewable

and sustainable rural energy.

* India Secures Second PMS Exploration Contract in Indian Ocean
On 20 September 2025, Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh announced that India has gained
exclusive rights to explore Polymetallic Sulphides (PMS) in the Carlsberg Ridge under a |15-year
deal with the International Seabed Authority. Covering 10,000 sq km, this makes India the first
nation with two PMS contracts, reinforcing its leadership in deep-sea exploration and advancing

the Deep Ocean Mission and Blue Economy goals.

* India Re-Elected to Key Councils of Universal Postal Union
At the 28th UPU Congress in Dubai, India was re-elected to the Council of Administration (CA)
and Postal Operations Council (POC), reaffirming global confidence in India Post’s reforms and
digital innovations. The Ministry of Communications hailed it as recognition of India’s growing
influence in global postal governance. Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia said the achievement
reflects India’s rising global leadership under PM Modi’s vision and the diplomatic efforts of Dr.

S. Jaishankar.

* India Launches First Fleet of Electric Heavy-Duty Trucks at JNPA
In a major push for green logistics, India’s first fleet of electric heavy-duty trucks with swappable

batteries was launched at the Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA) on September 25, 2025.
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Flagged off by Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, the initiative marks a milestone in
decarbonising port operations. Fifty EV trucks have been inducted, with plans to expand to 80 by

year-end and achieve 90% fleet electrification by 2026.

INTERNATIONAL

= US Senators Propose India Shrimp Tariff Act to Protect Local Industry
US Senators Bill Cassidy and Cindy Hyde-Smith introduced the India Shrimp Tariff Act to impose
tariffs on Indian shrimp imports, aiming to protect Louisiana’s shrimp and catfish industries from
cheap imports allegedly “dumped” in US markets. The legislation seeks to safeguard local
producers, processors, and jobs while ensuring fair competition. The move could heighten India—
US trade tensions and may face challenges at the WTO, reflecting ongoing protectionist measures

for US agricultural sectors.

= Future Food Forum 2025 Kicks Off in Dubai to Tackle Global Food Challenges
The 7th Future Food Forum 2025 opened in Dubai, bringing together government, business, and
academic leaders to discuss challenges and opportunities in the global food system. Focusing on
food security, sustainability, and trade, the event seeks to strengthen regional and Global South

partnerships to promote food resilience through innovation and policy reform.

LEGAL

= Justice P.B. Bajanthri Sworn In as Chief Justice of Patna High Court
On 21 September 2025, Justice Pavankumar Bhimappa Bajanthri took oath as the Chief Justice of
the Patna High Court at Raj Bhavan, Patna. The oath was administered by Bihar Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan in the presence of Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, Deputy CM Samrat Choudhary,

and other dignitaries.

= Former CJI DY Chandrachud to Release Debut Book “Why the Constitution

Matters”’
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Former Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud is set to make his literary debut with “Why the

Constitution Matters”, to be published by Penguin Random House in 2025. Drawing on over 25

years of judicial experience, the book explores how the Indian Constitution shapes justice,

governance, and everyday life, offering readers a rare insider’s view of its enduring impact on

modern India.

IMPORTANT DAYS

21* September - International Day of Peace 2025: Theme - “Act Now for a Peaceful
World”.

21* September - World Alzheimer’s Day 2025: Theme - “Ask about Dementia. Ask
about Alzheimer’s”.

22" September - World Rose Day 2025: Theme

22" September - World Rhino Day 2025

23" September - International Day of Sign Languages 2025: Theme - “Sign Language
Unites Us”.

23" September - Ayurveda Day 2025: Theme - “Ayurveda for People and Planet”.
25" September - World Pharmacists Day 2025: Theme - “Think Health, Think
Pharmacist”.

26" September — World Environment Health Day 2025: Theme - “Clean Air, Healthy
People”.

27" September - World Tourism Day 2025: Theme - “Tourism and Sustainable

Transformation.”

SPORTS

ICC Unveils Anthem ‘Bring It Home’ for Women’s World Cup 2025

The ICC has launched ‘Bring It Home’, the official anthem for the Women’s Cricket World Cup

2025, sung by Shreya Ghoshal. Blending energetic rhythms and inspiring lyrics, the song celebrates

the unity and determination of women’s cricket. The tournament will be held from 30 September

to 2 November 2025 across India and Sri Lanka, highlighting the sport’s growing global spirit and

inclusivity.
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=  Smriti Mandhana Smashes Fastest ODI Century by Any Indian Cricketer
On 20 September 2025, Smriti Mandhana made history by scoring the fastest ODI century ever
by an Indian, reaching her hundred in just 50 balls during the 3rd ODI against Australia at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium, New Delhi. She broke Virat Kohli’s 2013 record of a 52-ball ton and became
the fastest Indian across men’s and women’s cricket to achieve the feat. Mandhana’s explosive
125 off 65 balls, featuring 17 fours and 5 sixes, also stands as the second-fastest women’s ODI

century globally, behind Meg Lanning’s 45-ball record.

* Anish Raj Wins India’s First Medal in Junior Inline Speed World
Championships

At the 73rd Inline Speed World Championships 2025 in Beidaihe, China, junior skater Anish Raj

made history by winning the bronze medal in the Junior Men’s One-Lap Road Sprint, clocking

39.714 seconds. Competing among athletes from 42 countries, Anish became the first Indian to

medal in this category, marking a significant milestone for India in roller sports.

= Anandkumar Velkumar Wins India’s First World Title in Speed Skating
At the 2025 World Speed Skating Championships in China, 22-year-old Anandkumar Velkumar
made history by winning gold in the men’s 42km marathon, India’s first-ever world championship
title in speed skating. He also secured gold in the 1000m with a record 1:24.92 and bronze in the
500m sprint, bringing his total to two golds and one bronze and establishing himself as a top

international speed skater.

= Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone Runs Fastest Women’s 400m in 40 Years
On 18 September 2025 in Tokyo, Sydney MclLaughlin-Levrone won gold in the women’s 400m at
the World Championships, clocking 47.78 seconds, the fastest time in 40 years and a new
American record. Transitioning from her 400m hurdles success, she finished ahead of Marileidy
Paulino (47.98s) and Salwa Eid Naser (48.19s), becoming the second-fastest woman in history

over 400m and further cementing her legacy in track athletics.

= Ahmedabad to Host | I1th Asian Aquatics Championship 2025
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Ahmedabad will host the | Ith Asian Aquatics Championship from September 28 to October |1,
2025, marking India’s first time organizing the prestigious continental event. The newly
inaugurated Veer Savarkar Sports Complex in Narangpura will serve as the venue, showcasing
India’s growing world-class sports infrastructure. The event is being held under Asia Aquatics,
with the Swimming Federation of India managing operations and support from the Sports

Authority of Gujarat.

* FIFA Unveils Mascots for 2026 World Cup
FIFA has revealed the official mascots for the 2026 World Cup: Clutch the Bald Eagle, Maple the
Moose, and Zayu the Jaguar, representing the United States, Canada, and Mexico respectively.
Announced on September 25, 2025, the mascots symbolize unity, joy, and global celebration

ahead of the tournament, which will feature 48 teams and 104 matches across North America.

= India Starts Strong at ISSF Junior World Cup 2025, Wins Five Medals
Indian shooters began the ISSF Junior World Cup 2025 on a high note, clinching five medals at
the Dr Karni Singh Shooting Range in New Delhi. Hosting the event for the first time, India
welcomed 208 shooters from |9 countries, with its 69-member contingent making an impressive

early impact in the international junior shooting competition.

AWARDS

= Keir Starmer Receives ‘Living Bridge’ Award for Strengthening India-UK Ties
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer has been honoured with the ‘Living Bridge’ award for his key
role in deepening India—UK relations and finalising the long-awaited Free Trade Agreement (FTA).
The award ceremony, held at the House of Lords in London on September 23, 2025, celebrates
those who enhance bilateral partnerships. Seema Malhotra, the Minister for the Indo-Pacific,

accepted the award on Starmer’s behalf.

= Journalist Amshi Prasannakumar Honoured with Hombale Samhita

Harinikumar Krishi Media Award 2025
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Senior journalist Amshi Prasannakumar from Mysuru has been selected for the Hombale Samhita
Harinikumar Alumni Krishi Media Award — 2025 in recognition of his outstanding contributions
to agricultural journalism and efforts to raise awareness among farmers via print and electronic
media. The award, instituted by the Alumni Association of the University of Agricultural Sciences
(UAS), Bangalore, will be presented on October |1, 2025, at the Veterinary College Campus,
Hebbal, Bengaluru.
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